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The Day I Killed My Best Friend
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[bookmark: _lf5wiiqsu4ub]Short synopsis (What is it about)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]This story is about a little girl who is facing her first menstruation . She doesn't like baths and likes to play with her one and only imaginary friend. She always drains the bath without her mother knowing. That is, until she gets her first period. The changes in her body and the first time she sees blood coming out of her body causes her to have fantasies of fear and death. Eventually she is forced back to reality by her mother finding out.
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[bookmark: _61e3cm1p1fln]Why did you select it?
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The first thing that attracted me to the video was the cover, which depicts a bathroom scene with an exaggerated sense of perspective but with great effect. The colors are also very bright. In this video, the exaggerated camera treatment and the excellent color scheme are its most prominent highlights. The author's theme is not very grand but unique, it is a young girl's perspective on the world of the unknown and the process of becoming an adult. The first time she gets her period, the disappearance of her fantasy friends and the correction of her dislike of bathing are all seemingly simple changes that can have a huge impact on a young girl. I really like this theme and admire the author's thoughtfulness and design, so I have chosen this film for analysis
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[bookmark: _y1q60llsp3ln]
I think the author wanted to express growth and change and Growing up must be accompanied by disillusionment and fear of the unknown. And the video presents us with a very simple picture, a very pure child's perspective. There is no clear logic , always leaps in thinking, but this is a world seen through the eyes of children, unique to childhood.
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80% of the film is in digital 2D, but with a lot of intense camera work. For example, when the girl sees the blood on her pants, her head is quickly zoomed in and her head is torn open to reveal her brain, thus showing her disbelief. Later on, for example, the girl's catastrophic fantasy of whether she is going to die is followed by the appearance of a struggling man, to whom the girl keeps approaching with her hands. This image is seen from a top-down perspective, with the little girl and the man finally mingling together. There are many more long shots like this full of complex shifts that keep the film fresh and watchable at all times. The remaining 20% of the film is made up of flashback footage using mixed media such as fondant, balloons and electronic pets that children love to play with. I think this was done by adding some realistic and childlike elements to show what the world is like from a child's point of view. The colours of the picture change according to the girl's state of mind. It starts off in bright warm tones and the whole room is lovely in pink, but as the girl continues to question, cringe and panic, the overall colours become darker and the author goes straight to black and red.
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	The sound treatment throughout the piece is also quite good. The artist specifically chose real children's voices and murmurs for the voice-overs to give the impression that this was a real story that was happening. There is a flashback sequence using realistic scenes, and the part where the child keeps saying in his voice: there is ketchup here and ketchup there (referring to blood). This treatment adds to the impression that "this is a child's point of view", which I think is a good way to tell the story.
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Last thoughts
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	I think I would recommend it to someone, it's a short story that will inspire memories of your own childhood. Unlike the warm and fuzzy clichéd memories of a good childhood, it is a record of the real changes that growing up brings you. The changes are brutal. Perhaps it will help you to remember things you had forgotten while realizing that you have grown up, which is what I can interpret this story’s meaning.

If not already on the padlet please paste the link here :)
https://vimeo.com/49182050?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=12441768
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